
Calling all HVACR in QLD! 
New Plumbing and Drainage bIll submitted to parliament and Parliamentary Committee reviewing. 
See email below. 
 
Changes from previous draft so far (Will provide further info after I meet with HVACR industry 
groups tomorrow) 
 

1. Insurance threshold changed from original draft of zero $$$ to $1,100 
2. Appears to be giving plumbing control over RAC trade – enforcement etc 
3. Minister de Brenni has requested split systems be excluded from RAC licencing (WE will 

challenge) 
4. Mechanical services – plumbers – to broad a scope of work – must not be able to work on 

refrigerated equipment as it is all high pressure and must include CO2 
Please consider making a submission, the opposition are advising HVACR industry businesses of what 
is happening, get the word out urgently. 
 
I will be requesting to attend as a witness at a date TBA after the March 12th deadline for 
submissions. 
 
ARMA will be using our existing submission and adding an additional submission for the committees 
consideration given changes to the draft bill. 
 
Previous submission and notes from here  https://www.arma.org.au/blog/2017/03/25/qld-licencing-
reforms/ 
 
 
Regards 
 
Kim Limburg 
kim@arma.org.au 
 
TPWC Email 
Dear Stakeholder, 
 
On the 15 February 2018, the Hon Mick de Brenni MP, Minister for Housing and Public Works, 
Minister for Digital Technology and Minister for Sport, introduced the Plumbing and Drainage Bill 
2018 into the Queensland Parliament.  
 
The Bill was referred to the Transport and Public Works Committee (TPWC) for consideration. The 
committee is required to report to the Parliament by 9 April 2018. 
 
The explanatory notes state that the purpose of the bill is to: 
 

 establish a contemporary, streamlined and flexible legislative framework for plumbing and 
drainage that is clear and simple for the end user; will ensure both public health and the 
environment are protected; and will meet industry and community expectations over the 
next decade 

 provide authority for the making of a contemporary plumbing regulation that will be clear 
and easy for practitioners to use; reduce the regulatory burden on consumers, industry and 
local government; and include improved regulatory requirements for obtaining approvals for 
plumbing and drainage work 

https://www.arma.org.au/blog/2017/03/25/qld-licencing-reforms/
https://www.arma.org.au/blog/2017/03/25/qld-licencing-reforms/


 provide authority for the making of a contemporary plumbing code that will include all 
plumbing standards required to vary and complement national plumbing standards, and 

 protect public health and safety through the regulation of mechanical services work, 
including medical gas work, under the Queensland Building and Construction Commission 
Act 1991. 

 
It should be noted that the Plumbing and Drainage Bill 2017 was referred to the former Public Works 
and Utilities Committee (PWUC) prior to the dissolution of Parliament for the 2017 election. That bill 
lapsed when the 55th Parliament was dissolved. The subject bill is substantially the same as the 
previous bill, however, the Minister has advised of the following differences: 

 Original Part 7 relating to QBCC investigators has been omitted with resulting related 
amendments 

 Commencement date has been amended 
 Insertion of the word ‘not’ in clause 78(2) which was omitted in error in the previous bill 

 
Submissions 
 
The committee seeks submissions on the Bill from the public and interested stakeholders. An 
information sheet which provides guidelines to making a submission can be found at: 
Guide to making a submission. Please ensure your submission meets these requirements. 
 
Submissions should be sent to:  
 
Email: tpwc@parliament.qld.gov.au 

Committee Secretary 
Transport and Public Works Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
The closing date for written submissions is 4pm Monday 12 March 2018. 
 
It should be noted that the committee may have regard to any evidence provided to the previous 
committee whilst considering the subject bill. See further information on former PWUC inquiry - 
here. 
 
If stakeholders have previously made a submission in relation to the 2017 Bill, the committee will 
accept this submission as a submission on the current Bill, unless you advise otherwise.  However, 
should you wish to make a new submission in relation to the current Bill, please feel free to do so. 
 
Briefing 
 
The committee will hold a public departmental briefing on the bill to hear from the Department of 
Housing and Public Works on Monday, 5 March 2018. The hearing will be broadcast live at the 
following link - http://tv.parliament.qld.gov.au/TV/SearchCommittee/43 
 
Other Information 
 
The Plumbing and Drainage Bill 2018 and Explanatory Notes are available at these links and from the 
Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Council at https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/ 
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The Minister’s explanatory speech for the Bill can be accessed here - Introductory speech 
 
Further information on the committee’s inquiry can be accessed - here 
 
If you have any queries please contact the committee secretariat on telephone 07 3553 6621 or by 
email TWPC@parliament.qld.gov.au 
 
Regards, 
 
Transport and Public Works Committee  
______________________________________  
QUEENSLAND PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE  
Parliament House  
Cnr George and Alice Streets Brisbane Qld 4000                               
Ph: 07 3553 6621   Fax: 07 3553 6699 
email:  tpwc@parliament.qld.gov.au 
web:     www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/committees/TUC 
 
Click on subscribe to receive email updates about the work of the Queensland Parliament and its committees 
 
Watch Committee hearings live and on replay –  
http://tv.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Stakeholder, 
 
On the 15 February 2018, the Hon Mick de Brenni MP, Minister for Housing and Public Works, 
Minister for Digital Technology and Minister for Sport, introduced the Plumbing and Drainage Bill 
2018 into the Queensland Parliament.  
 
The Bill was referred to the Transport and Public Works Committee (TPWC) for consideration. The 
committee is required to report to the Parliament by 9 April 2018. 
 
The explanatory notes state that the purpose of the bill is to: 
 

 establish a contemporary, streamlined and flexible legislative framework for plumbing and 
drainage that is clear and simple for the end user; will ensure both public health and the 
environment are protected; and will meet industry and community expectations over the 
next decade 

 provide authority for the making of a contemporary plumbing regulation that will be clear 
and easy for practitioners to use; reduce the regulatory burden on consumers, industry and 
local government; and include improved regulatory requirements for obtaining approvals for 
plumbing and drainage work 

 provide authority for the making of a contemporary plumbing code that will include all 
plumbing standards required to vary and complement national plumbing standards, and 

 protect public health and safety through the regulation of mechanical services work, 
including medical gas work, under the Queensland Building and Construction Commission 
Act 1991. 
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It should be noted that the Plumbing and Drainage Bill 2017 was referred to the former Public Works 
and Utilities Committee (PWUC) prior to the dissolution of Parliament for the 2017 election. That bill 
lapsed when the 55th Parliament was dissolved. The subject bill is substantially the same as the 
previous bill, however, the Minister has advised of the following differences: 

 Original Part 7 relating to QBCC investigators has been omitted with resulting related 
amendments 

 Commencement date has been amended 
 Insertion of the word ‘not’ in clause 78(2) which was omitted in error in the previous bill 

 
Submissions 
 
The committee seeks submissions on the Bill from the public and interested stakeholders. An 
information sheet which provides guidelines to making a submission can be found at: 
Guide to making a submission. Please ensure your submission meets these requirements. 
 
Submissions should be sent to:  
 
Email: tpwc@parliament.qld.gov.au 

Committee Secretary 
Transport and Public Works Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
The closing date for written submissions is 4pm Monday 12 March 2018. 
 
It should be noted that the committee may have regard to any evidence provided to the previous 
committee whilst considering the subject bill. See further information on former PWUC inquiry - 
here. 
 
If stakeholders have previously made a submission in relation to the 2017 Bill, the committee will 
accept this submission as a submission on the current Bill, unless you advise otherwise.  However, 
should you wish to make a new submission in relation to the current Bill, please feel free to do so. 
 
Briefing 
 
The committee will hold a public departmental briefing on the bill to hear from the Department of 
Housing and Public Works on Monday, 5 March 2018. The hearing will be broadcast live at the 
following link - http://tv.parliament.qld.gov.au/TV/SearchCommittee/43 
 
Other Information 
 
The Plumbing and Drainage Bill 2018 and Explanatory Notes are available at these links and from the 
Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Council at https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/ 
 
The Minister’s explanatory speech for the Bill can be accessed here - Introductory speech 
 
Further information on the committee’s inquiry can be accessed - here 
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If you have any queries please contact the committee secretariat on telephone 07 3553 6621 or by 
email TWPC@parliament.qld.gov.au 
 
Regards, 
 
Transport and Public Works Committee  
______________________________________  
QUEENSLAND PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE  
Parliament House  
Cnr George and Alice Streets Brisbane Qld 4000                               
Ph: 07 3553 6621   Fax: 07 3553 6699 
email:  tpwc@parliament.qld.gov.au 
web:     www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/committees/TUC 
 
Click on subscribe to receive email updates about the work of the Queensland Parliament and its committees 
 
Watch Committee hearings live and on replay –  
http://tv.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees 
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